
John
January 2 – February 13   , 2022



● January 2 –  Chapter 1  “The Word of God”
● January 9 –  Chapters 2&4  “Miraculous Signs”
● January 16 – Chapters 5-10  “Controversies”
● January 23 – Chapters 11-12  “Raising Lazarus”
● January 30 – Chapters 13-17  “Final Words”
● February 6 – Chapters 18-20  “Death & 

   Resurrection”
● February 13 – Chapter 21  “Epilogue” 

A Seven Week Study 







● The “Good News”
● Matthew, Mark and Luke are synoptic, hang together
● Based on “Q”, collection of sayings and events
● Each are a distinctive witness
● Purpose is the proclaim and persuade
● Move through history in a linear fashion:

● Creation
● Prophets
● John the Baptist
● Jesus

The Synoptic Gospels





● Nativity
● Temptation of Jesus
● John’s Baptism of Jesus
● Sermon on the Mount
● Lord’s Supper
● Messianic Secret
● Transfiguration

Unique to the Synoptic Gospels



● Wedding at Cana
● Woman at the Well
● Raising of Lazarus
● “I Am” Declarations
● Overt Messianism
● Doubting Thomas

Unique to Gospel of John



● Probably the last gospel to be written; AD 90-110
● Presumably from an early Christian church
● Written in Greek; theologically sophisticated
● The descent and ascent of the cosmic savior
● Jesus came out of time and space into time and 

space
● Focus on the divinity of Jesus

The Gospel of John



● The book of John
● The three Johannine Epistles
● The book of Revelation
● Probably not all the same author but same tradition
● From an early Christian community
● Jesus as the definitive revelation of God

The Johannine Community



● Only 8% parallels the synoptic gospels
● Not focused on the Kingdom of Heaven
● Individualism
● Very few parables, more allegories
● Christocentric = Jesus talks about himself
● Focus on the person of Jesus 

● Who Jesus is
● What Jesus offers 
● How to receive the gift of eternal life

Uniqueness of the Gospel of John



● I am the bread of life
● I am the light of the world
● I am the door
● I am the good shepherd
● I am the resurrection and the life
● I am the way, the truth and the life
● I am the vine, you are the branches

● This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you

Unique Words of Jesus in John



● Prologue – Chapter 1:1-18
● True Identity of Jesus

● Account of Ministry – “Book of Signs”;  1:19-12:50
● Seven Great Miracles

● Final Days – “Book of Glory”; 13:1 – 20:31
● Jesus’s return to the Heavenly Father

● Conclusion – 20:30-31
● “That you might believe that Jesus is the Christ …”

Structure of John



● Matthew 1: 1-17
● Begins with Abraham; Jewish patriarch
● Linear progression, Jesus as prophecy fulfillment
● Includes the unexpected

● Luke 3: 23-38
● Begins with Joseph and leads to Adam
● Jesus as the Son of Man

● John 1: 1-18
● Begins at Creation

Genealogy of Jesus



● 1 In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light. 

Genesis 1:   The Word  of God



● 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning.

● Establishes Jesus as the one who comes from 
beyond this world

● Jesus comes from the beginning of all existence
● Jesus preexisted with God before creation
● The Word is indicative of an active, 

communicating, relational God

John 1: 1-2



● Greek Stoicism 
● Mind of God that penetrated all  things
● Gives order and structure to the universe

● Hebrew scripture
● Power and message of God
● Conveyed by the Prophets

● Jewish tradition
● Lady Wisdom, or Sophia
● Resided with God and participated in Creation

Word, or “Logos”



● 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 

● The Christ / Word is the agent of creation and 
redemption

● Christ is the shaping force of existence
● Salvation cannot be viewed as an escape from 

this world
● Salvation must embrace all that was created

John 1: 3



● “To think of salvation as basically escape from this 
world of people and things is to turn one’s back on 
that which God, through Christ, has created.”

●Fred Craddock

Salvation



● What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

● The Word has become Life
● This is the life God intended for us in creation
● This life is the light that illuminates and enlightens 

our relationship with God
● The darkness cannot eliminate or overcome the 

light

John 1: 3-5



6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.

    Establishing John the Baptist
    as witness to the light
    that was to come. 

John 1: 6-9



10 He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God.

John 1: 1-13



14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known.

John 1: 14-18



● The Greek verb “eskenosen”; pitched a tent
● The Word becoming Flesh is a temporary condition; 

Jesus was and is divine
● Tent or tabernacle was where God resided with the 

Israelites in the wilderness
● Jesus is now where God’s glory is revealed to us

The Word became Flesh



35 The next day John again was standing with two 
of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk 
by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of 
God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw 
them following, he said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
translated means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.”

John 1: 35-39



43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
…45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found 
him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said 
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite 
in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where 
did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under 
the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you 
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.”

John 1: 43-51



● John focuses on the divinity of Jesus
● John focuses on the humanity of Jesus
● John focuses on the incarnation of Jesus
● This incarnation, or embodiment in flesh, is a 

supreme act of God’s love for us
● It is a love that carries through to the cross

Fully Human and Fully Divine



● January 2 –  Chapter 1  “The Word of God”
● January 9 –  Chapters 2&4  “Miraculous Signs”
● January 16 – Chapters 5-10  “Controversies”
● January 23 – Chapters 11-12  “Raising Lazarus”
● January 30 – Chapters 13-17  “Final Words”
● February 6 – Chapters 18-20  “Death & 

   Resurrection”
● February 13 – Chapter 21  “Epilogue”

Coming Up ……


