
John
January 2 – February 13   , 2022



● January 2 –  Chapter 1  “The Word of God”
● January 9 –  Chapters 2-4  “Miraculous Signs”
● January 16 – Chapters 5-10  “Controversies”
● January 23 – Chapters 11-12  “Raising Lazarus”
● January 30 – Chapters 13-17  “Final Words”
● February 6 – Chapters 18-20  “Death & 

   Resurrection”
● February 13 – Chapter 21  “Epilogue” 

A Seven Week Study 





● Why are the first three gospels called “Synoptic” ?
● How much of he gospel of John is unique? 
● Name one major focus of the gospel of John
● At what event does the gospel of John begin?
● What does it mean to be “Christocentric”? 
● How is the Word made Flesh? 

Pop Quiz! 



● The Wedding at Cana
● A Visit with Nicodemus
● The Samaritan Woman at the Well

Chapters 2-4



● Setting ---Need ---- Miracle -----Response
● John speaks of “signs” not “miracles”
● The sign is where the miracle points us
● Where the miracle points us is more important than 

the miracle itself

The Signs



2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the 
wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no 
more wine.”
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My 
hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the 
Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to 
thirty gallons.
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so 
they filled them to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the banquet.”

John 2: 1-8   The Wedding at Cana



They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the 
water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize 
where it had come from, though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom 
aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine 
first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had 
too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of 
the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his 
mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed 
for a few days.

John 2: 8-12  The Wedding at Cana



● Weddings in the Bible are symbolic of the 
Messianic era, ie “the bridegroom” 

● Wedding celebrations generally lasted a week
● Guests were expected to contribute to provisions
● It would have been embarrassing to the host for the 

food or wine to give out
● Mary, Jesus and the disciples were invited to the 

wedding

The Wedding at Cana



● Jesus’s response to his mother is matter of fact,  but 
not disrespectful

● Why would he call her “Woman” instead of 
“Mother”?

● Jesus’s separation from his mother is indicative of 
his true authority, that is, God

● What is the “hour” Jesus refers to?
● Mary has confidence and trust that he will fulfill 

the need

Jesus and his Mother



● The stone jars were used for the Jewish ritual of 
purification

● Jesus did not eliminate the Jewish ritual but instead 
make something new out of it

● Lots of water becomes lots of wine, 120-180 gallons
● The wine is of a very high quality

Water to Wine



● Jesus demonstrates his power over creation
● Abundance of wine is symbolic of God’s presence 

in the eschatological age – Amos 9:13, Joel 3:18
● The wine is indicative of the abundant nature of 

God’s love for us, “grace upon grace”
● Foreshadowing of Lord’s Supper

Why water to wine?



● The Mother – trust and confidence
● The Steward – surprised that the wine is good
● The Servants – knew that Jesus had performed the 

miracle
● The Disciples – saw the miracle and believed in 

him

The Response



3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a 
leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that you do apart from the presence of 
God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” 

John 3: 3-16 :  A Visit with Nicodemus



● Nicodemus is mentioned only in John
● A leader of the Jews who speaks for them: “we”
● Nicodemus visits Jesus at night, why?
● He is responding to Jesus’s signs or miracles
● He is thrown by Jesus’s response

A Baffling Conversation



● Chapter 3 is the only reference to the Kingdom in 
John

● Greek word “anothen” means born anew and born 
from above

● Temporal – “anew”
● Spatial “from above”
● This radical new birth enters one into a new life
● This radical new birth only comes from divine 

power

Born Anew / Born From Above



● Nicodemus is stuck on the temporal
● Nicodemus is well schooled in religious matters
● He is caught by what he perceives to be possible or 

not
● How is it possible for anyone to be born again?
● He takes it to the ridiculous 

● He is also caught by the teaching that his birth to a 
Jewish mother makes him part of the covenant

● The idea of a radical new birth would be alien to him

Nicodemus’s Befuddlement



5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 
and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher 
of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

Water and Spirit



● Water a reference to physical birth?
● Are water and spirit the same?
● Is water a reference to Christian baptism?

● Maybe Nicodemus is not the only baffled one

Water and Spirit



● Greek word “pneuma” means both wind and spirit
● We can hear the wind but not see it
● We can observe evidence of its presence
● We cannot predict, contain or control it
● We may be reluctant to let the wind in, if it messes 

up our tidy lives

● Jesus turns the “teacher of Israel” on his head

The wind blows ……



● 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

● 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.

The Son of Man



● Samaria is in central Israel
● Northern capital after the split of Israel and Judea
● Claimed Mt. Gerizim as the true place of worship
● Claimed to be descendants of Joseph
● Claimed to be true keepers of the Torah

What is Samaria? 





● Jews views the Samaritans as mixed race
● Believed Samaritans intermarried with Assyrians
● Viewed as pagan and idol-worshipers
● Samaritans believed they had the one true Torah
● Jews viewed Samaritans as heretics, foreigners, and 

unclean
● Jews travelling would detour around Samaria

Jews and Samaritans were Hostile



● 4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a Samaritan 
city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out 
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

● 7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 
“Give me a drink.” 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews 
do not share things in common with Samaritans.10 Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, 
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get 
that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who 
gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from 
it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give 
them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman 
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty 
or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

John 4: 4-15



● 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I 
have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What 
you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I 
see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped 
on this mountain, but you] say that the place where 
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 

John 4: 16-22



● 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship 
him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said 
to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is 
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all 
things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 
who is speaking to you.”

●  

John 4: 23-26 



● Jesus broke three primary cultural norms
● First, he spoke to a woman
● Second, he engaged with a Samaritan
● Third, drinking from a cup which would have 

rendered him unclean

Jesus Breaks Through Boundaries



● Longest recorded conversation of Jesus
● Only John puts Jesus in Samaria
● The woman is unnamed
● Deep theological differences are discussed
● The five husbands could be the five nations that 

colonized Samaria under the Assyrians
● The sixth husband could be Rome, or Yahweh
● The woman could represent the history of Samaria

True Event or Allegory?



● Jesus sees and knows all things
● He offers living water, or eternal life
● The grace of God extends to everyone
● Worship is not bound by location, neither the Spirit
● “I am he” is the first time Jesus declares himself the 

Messiah
● The woman bears the good news back to her 

community

What do we learn?



● Unexpected people react with belief
● Expected people do not
● Jesus is not bound by time nor space
● Jesus does not hide his divinity
● Jesus “with us” is indicative of  God’s love for  us
● The good news of the grace of God is for everyone
● Us, too!

Common Elements



● January 2 –  Chapter 1  “The Word of God”
● January 9 –  Chapters 2-4  “Miraculous Signs”
● January 16 – Chapters 5-10  “Controversies”
● January 23 – Chapters 11-12  “Raising Lazarus”
● January 30 – Chapters 13-17  “Final Words”
● February 6 – Chapters 18-20  “Death & 

   Resurrection”
● February 13 – Chapter 21  “Epilogue”

Coming Up ……


